Followed by 8% of patients at first age group (<6 months) these differences were not significant (P>0.05). The percentage of rotavirus antigen was higher in males patients (16.7%) compared to females (P>0.05) and also the differences were not significant differences (P>0.05). These results of rotavirus antigen detection in 90 diarrheic bovine fecal samples showed that this antigen was excreted by 56.7%of diarrheic calves. Additionally the higher non-significant (P>0.05) excretion percentage according to age was observed in 63.4 % of calves > 1 year old and the lower percentage(51.1%) was observed in the first age group( < 1year) calves old.
INTRODUCTION
Group A rotaviruses, members of the genus Rotavirus within the family Reoviridae, are common cause of acute infectious diarrheal illness in infants and the young of a wide variety of mammalian and avian species. Bovine rotaviruses are important causative agents of neonatal calf diarrhea throughout the world, and rotavirus infection is a significant cause of economic loss in the cattle industry [1] .
Gastrointestinal illnesses resulting from rotavirus infections among young children contribute greatly to morbidity and mortality rates in many countries in Iraq and other parts of the world. Human rotaviruses are one of the major contributors of severe infantile diarrhea, responsible for more than 600,000 deaths annually [2] .Furthermore, rotavirus infections are an important cause of hospitalization, causing considerable economic impact on poor countries [2, 3] . In Iraq, the death rate in children <5 years of age was reported to be 130/1,000 for boys and 120/1,000 for girls in 2003 [4] . Diarrhea is a major cause of illness and death in Iraqi children; however, little information exists about the origin of childhood diarrhea. Only a single study showed that rotavirus accounted for 24% of acute diarrhea in hospitalized children in Basrah [5] .
Several rotavirus genotypes, believed to be of animal origin have been detected in low numbers in children with acute gastroenteritis [6, 7] . Rotaviruses are most commonly transmitted via fecal / oral route; there is evidence that they can be transmitted in respiratory tract [8] . So the aim of the study is Detection of rotavirus antigen in pediatric stool and bovine fecal samples and the determination of its relationship with age, sex and months of the study.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Pediatric Stool Samples:
Stool samples were collected from 79 infants and children aged from one month to 5 years who presented with acute gastroenteritis during the period from 
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difference eas non significant (P>0.05), however high percentage of positive rotavirus antigen based ELISA results were observed in the infants at second age group(>6 months)( 20.7%.) Compare to those at first age group (<6 months) was (8 %) ( Table   3 ).The effect of sex on the frequency of rotavirus antigen detection was also considered to be not statistically significant(P>0.05). Nevertheless it was higher in males infants 16 .7% compared to female 9.3% (Table 4) showed that rotavirus is present as gastroenteritis etiologic agent, being responsible for 10/79(12.7%) of admissions for acute gastroenteritis. This proportion was lower than that 40.5% (81/200) and24.6% (34/138),observed in Basrah children by, [12 and 13] respectively . Also the current results were agreed in parte and disagreed with previous studies from other parts of Iraq which had revealed varying rate of rotavirus excretion in pediatric stool ranged from as low as 11.8% to 43.3 % [14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21] . And because of the rotaviruses have been associated with diarrhea of calves in Iraq and many other countries. The ELISA test had been used to detect rotavirus antigens in diarrheic fecal samples collected at random from 90 calves The rotaviral antigen based ELISA results revealed that rotavirus antigen was detected in 56.7% of diarrheic calves which was in contrast to other studies from Iraq, [13] who reported that rotavirus was excreted in 6.5% of tested bovine fecal. On the other hand the current results were agreed in parte and disagreed with previous studies from Iraq and other countries wherein varying rates of rotavirus excretion ranged from as low as 7.1% to 80% [22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33] . The variation in the rate of rotavirus excretion among the previous studies and the present study might suggest that non-viral or other viral causes are more common in studied cattle farm or due only to methodological differences or due to the variation in samples size. 
‫اﻟﺮو‬ ‫ﻻﺻﺎﺑﺎت‬ ‫واﻟﺠﺰﯾﺌﻲ‬ ‫اﻟﻤﺼﻠﻲ‬ ‫اﻟﻜﺸﻒ‬
